What is an Islamic view of women's rights? Is there an authentic
I. Introduction
In adopting an international lawyer's perspective, one obviously places oneself at the level of international law and has to look for both women's rights and an Islamic view of them in international law. Traditional doctrine of international law recognizing states as principal subjects and lawmakers of international law, although often questioned now, remains largely valid. 1 For this reason the present inquiry will start with an analysis of the major international treaty dealing with women's rights, the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). 2 This international treaty ratified by 185 states 3 is the main codification of human rights norms in their specific application to women. 4 Where does one look for an Islamic view of these rights at the level of international law? From the perspective of traditional international law, only states can express this view. Although strictly speaking states do not have a religion, many states proclaim . The CEDAW also does not limit itself to simple repetition of what already existed at the time of its adoption as rights granted to women by international law; it expands not only the areas covered, but also the content of rights already granted by previous instruments, for example, areas such as nationality (art. 9), education (art. 10), and social security (art. 11(e) 
